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The spirit of the year 1918 confronts us English teachers 
with the same challenge that has halted men in every path 
of life—‘‘ Where do you stand with regard to the war?’’ 
Unless this question can be squarely answered all our 
discussion of aims and values, of courses and methods, 
seems trivial, drowned out by the tramp of marching men. 
I ask you, therefore, to consider some of the directions 
in which we may seek our places and our justification beside 
those who are offering their lives for the nation. And if 
in so doing 1 say merely what is well known, what we nave 
always taken for granted, it is because this war has re- 
vealed that much that we have so taken is by no means 
granted, that the very axioms of personal honor and of in- 
ternational faith, the heritage of the centuries, need con- 
stantly to be reaffirmed. When an English teacher in col- 
lege actively foments opposition to the draft; when an Eng- 
lish teacher in high school assigns as a composition subject 
‘“‘Was Abraham Lincoln a Murderer?’’ it is time 
for us to speak out in language that admits of no 
misundertsanding. 

For this war, more than we could have imagined, turns out 
to be in large measure a schoolmaster’s war. It is a war of 


“The President’s address at the seventh annual meeting of 
the National Council of Teachers of English, Chicago, Illnois. 
Reprinted by permission from The English Journal of January, 


1918. 
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ideas, a war of visions. For two generations all Germany 
has been schoolmastered into its present attitude of mind: 
first, by dogmatic methods of instruction, into a willing 
receptivity of whatever ideas might be given from the 
authorities; then, through this carefully schooled receptivity, 
into a belief in that strange imperialistic dream, and in 
those stranger misconceptions of all the rest of the world 
that have brought on the great conflict. And in the mean- 
while we, stumblingly, inefficiently, have been groping our 
way toward the building up of quite other beliefs, quite. 
other mental attitudes. Now that the two have come to 
confront each other, where do we teachers stand? Do we 
see our duty, and are we doing it? 

Of the duties that the war imposes upon us in common 
with all other citizens there is no need to speak; the gaps 
made in many a school and college English department 
bear witness to the response of our colleagues to the call 
to arms. 

Life may be given in many ways, 

And loyalty to truth be sealed 

As bravely in the closet as the field, 

So bountiful is Fate. 

But then to stand beside her 

When craven churls deride her, 

To front a lie in arms, and not to yield, 


This shows, methinks, God’s plan 
And measure of a stalwart man. 


But as our stalwart men go, leaving us in our classrooms, 
do we not sometimes look sadly at our books, old fireside 
companions, and ask what right have we to remain? How 
may 


; . . loyalty to truth be sealed 
AS bravely in the closet as the field? 


First, let us not forget our duty as conservators of a great 
national tradition. ‘This land is no free-for-all experiment 
station of imported doctrines, whether of imperialism or of 
anarchy, but an established nation, with a life and spirit of its 
own, rooted for more than a century, deriving its original 
strength from yet older soils, re-enforced, not overcome, 
by the newer life that it has absorbed, grown firm and 
staunch by toil and blood and spiritual striving. This 
national spirit is embodied in our literature; for literature, 
if it be more than mere diversion or craftsmanship, must be 
the crystallization of all that is nearest to the heart of the 
race. And this spirit it is the special privilege of us 
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English teachers, more than of all others, to impart, because 
we alone meet year after year the whole body of American 
youth, 

Let us ask what this spirit of American literature has to 
say about war. A kindly and tender spirit it has been, 
loving the fireside and homely thrift, the play of children, 
the face of the fields and woods; a God-fearing spirit, wel- 
coming to brotherhood all nations, taking to arms with 
reluctance, looking confidently for peace to prevail on earth. 
And here some few of our number would stop, crying, 
‘“Peace! Peace!’’ when there is no peace. Not wisely 
have such read the spokesmen of our national spirit. One — 
and all abominating war, they embraced it gladly where a 
great principle of freedom and right was at stake. Whittier, 
the Quaker, friend of the humble farm laborer and mill 
hand, was as a trumpet to battle in the cause of the slaves. 
Emerson, whose essay on ‘‘War’’ is the best of pacifist 
sermons, said, ‘‘\When the cannon is aimed by ideas, when 
men with religious conviction are behind it, when men die 
for what they live for. . . .then gods join in the conflict, 
then poets are born, and the better code of laws at last 
records the victory.’’ Lowell, who in the Mexican War 


wrote, 
Kz tor war, I call it Murder, 
Thar you have it, plain an’ flat— 
I don’t need to go no furder 
Then my testyment fer that— 


knew also that 
. . freedom ain’t a gift 
That tarries long in hands o’ cowards, 


and, when the Civil War looked blackest, stirred the hearts 
of the people by the prayer 


God give us peace! Not such as lulls to sleep, 

But sword on thigh, and brow with purpose knit! 
And let our Ship of State to harbor sweep, 

Her ports all up, her battle-lanterns lit, 
And her leashed thunders gathering for their leap! 


Moody’s great ode, burning with scorn for a war he 
thought unjust, glories in him who battles for ideal ends, 


The high heart that knew 

This mountain fortress for no earthly hold 
Of temporal quarrel, but the ‘bastion old 
Of spiritual wrong, 

Built by an unjust nation sheer and strong, 
Expugnable but by a nation’s rue. 
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It is right that our impressionable boys and girls should 
hear these voices of our idealists—gentle hearted, peace 
loving, speaking out for war when a moral issue is at 
stake; and not alone voices of the past, but many a one of 
today, like Miss Repplier, leaving her ‘‘happy half-century”’ 
of books and friends, or Henry Van Dyke, forsaking his 
little rivers and his kindly verse, to make the land ring 
with the name of France and of Belgium. 

As teachers of literature, we are custodians also of the 
ideals of our race as to honorable conduct of war; and 
these too we must in some wise impart. Can we teach the 
Arthurian legend and allow it to be thought that chivalry 
has perished from the earth, that truth to one’s word, 
succor of the helpless, generosity to the conquered, have 
gone down before steeled efficiency? Or shall we rather 
show how the spirit of chivalry has outlived the institution 
of knighthood and established itself in the minds of the 
plain people? The spirit that prompted Lee to issue to 
his army invading Maryland that order to respect the 
persons and property of non-combatants ‘‘that the honor 
of our army may remain unstained; the spirit that 
prompted Grant to accord full honors of war to Lee’s gal- 
lant men on their surrender-—this spirit is shown today 
again and again. It is the very warp and woof of Presi- 
dent Wilson’s speeches. Think of those twelve men of 
Idaho who feasted their whole town in recognition of the 
honor that had been shown them in drafting them for the 
National Army! Such an act unites us spiritually with 
Grant and Lee, with Launcelot and Arthur. And shall we 
not teach our pupils that the gallantry of Miicke on the 
‘“Emden,’’ the magnanimity of Kreisler, still beloved in a 
hostile land, serve their countries better than the black 
deeds in Belgium and below the sea? 


Were not the time too brief, I might speak, and we 
should do well to think, of other ideals, transcending war, 
basic to our democracy in peace; of freedom, not merely 
from foreign dominion, not merely from enslavement, but 
economic freedom; of union, not merely of our states but of 
all men and classes within the states, and haply of all nations 
in the world—a union based on mutual trust, mutual 
concessions, on the good of all rather than of some; or 
of responsibility, the habit of thinking in terms of public 
service rather than of private gain. But if we were only 
conservators of a tradition, however great, we should 
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perhaps have difficulty in establishing the priority of our 
classroom work over more immediately practical forms of 
service, For this tradition is well rooted in the lives of 
our young people; witness the pride, the earnest devotion, 
of our boys in uniform; witness the willing acceptance of 
the draft; the eagerness of everyone to find some form of 
service. But the eyes of our youth are not on the past; 
they are on the future. And for that future, which none 
can fortell, we as English teachers, can arm them with 
weapons of the spirit more needed in the days to come 
than ever before: the power to think and the power to 
speak the truth. 

Are not these two powers after all the ultimate goal of all 
good instruction in composition? Too often we may (con- 
fuse the means with the end; we may remain content with 
some device, some partial goal, some way-station. We 
would have our pupils write correct sentences, or well- 
developed paragraphs, or ‘“‘forms of discourse,’’ or imita- 
tions of literary classics, or clever stories and verses, or 
journalism, or business letters. But these are mere exter- 
nals, mere devices. It makes little difference whether a 
boy writes business letters or short stories, debates or 
poems; it makes all the difference whether he tells the 
truth in writing them. How hard it is to avoid even posi- 
tive falsity—the Iving advertisement, the faked news story, 
the tricky argument, the sentimentalized poem! And then, 
to fill these forms up with truth—not mere facts, but the 
heart of the matter! 

The power to tell the truth! In this very war we have 
seen how some single phrase leaps from a man’s pen in- 
stinct with life, to light the way of an army or to reveal 
the blackness of some hidden depth. ‘‘Safe for democracy’’ 
—‘‘the right is more precious than peace’’—these have 
raised up thousands of men. ‘‘Scraps of paper’? —‘‘sunk 
without a trace’’-—these have been more disastrous than 
great battles lost. Truth, more than ever, is today the 
basis of all possibility of peace; now, as ever, ‘‘the truth 
shall make you free.”’ 

To think clearly! How few of us in these excited times 
think at all! It is so easy to be blown about by every pass- 
ing mood; to allow the extras to inflame or depress one; 
to accept and pass on hearsay opinion. But for the coming 
day hearsay opinion, emotional judgment, will not do; we 
must think; we must train our pupils to think. 
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What, then, does thinking mean? Does it not mean to 
confront the disordered facts of life with a question, to 
demand of them a solution, based on truth, of the ever- 
present problem, ‘‘what is to be done next ?”” We really 
think when we must act, and when the familiar habits of 
acting or the easy guesswork of trial and error will not 
do. "Then we scrutinize the facts, the data, see what they 
really are, and which of them apply to our problem. Then 
we weave them into some sort of logical pattern and 
eventually come out with some answer that we can phrase 
in words, some plan for action—a difficult task, but one 
which our pupils need to learn. They need to learn of the 
difference in credibility among the various reports of what 
is going on across the water. They need to learn, not 
merely to draw sound conclusions about our present duty, 
but to think wisely and justly about the great problems of 
readjustment—the new diplomacy, the new world-national- 
ism, the new economic and social reconstruction. This re- 
building of the world is to be done by the boys and girls now 
in high school; and to it they need to bring a wisdom com- 
mensurate with the devotion of our men at the front. If 
America can take her place in the great world-family as a 
clear-thinking and a truth-telling nation, we shall go far to 
realize for our country Whitman’s vision : 


Thee in thy future, 

Thee in thy only permanent life, career, thy own 
unloosn’d mind, thy soaring spirit, 

Thee as another equally needed sun, radiant, ablaze, 
swift-moving, fructifying all, 

Thee risen in potent cheerfulness and joy, in endless 
great hilarity, 

Scattering for good the cloud that hung so long, that 
weigh'’d so long upon the mind of man. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 


We print in this issue, as a suitable message for the opening 
of another school year, a most inspiring contribution to the 
literature of our profession. Every English teacher should 
read it, and reread it, and then read it to his classes. It may 
well serve as a creed for us all. We are grateful to Mr. 
Abbot for expressing so well what we all feel, and to the 
editors of The English Journal for allowing us to use his 
essay. 


Mr. Charles Swain Thomas, for eight years the editor of 
our monthly leaflet, has resigned his position as head of the 
English Department in the Newton High School to go to 
Cleveland where, hesides having charge of the English in the 
Normal Training School, he is supervisor of all English in 
the High and Junior High Schools of the city. We all wish 
him the best of good fortune in his new and larger work. 


Our Association is indebted to Mr. Thomas to a greater 
degree than any of us realize. He has done the work of 
editor with untiring energy and good sense.. At our meetings, 
which he has faithfully attended, no one has contributed more 
often or more sanely to the discussions than he. Presidents 
haveicome and gone, but Mr. Thomas has all the while been 
the guiding spirit and wise counsellor of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and through it of the policy and ideals of the Associa- 
tion. The highest praise we can give him is to say that he 
has carried on ably and most satisfactorily the splendid work 
‘ begun by Mr. George Browne. 

The second leaflet of the year will be in your hands within 
ten days. It will be devoted to the interests of the recently 
organized ‘New England Association of School Librarians.’’ 


The influenza epidemic, which closed schools pretty generally 
throughout eastern New England the past three weeks, is 
responsible for the delay of the October leaflet. We hope 
hereafter to have each issue mailed on the first day of the 
month. 

Unpaid dues and changed addresses should be sent to the 
secretary, Mr. A. B. DeMille, Milton Academy, Milton, Mass. 


So great has been the demand for 
War Addresses of Woodrow Wilson 


With Introduction and Notes by 
ARTHUR RDY LEONARD 


that a new impression of the book has been required. 
The new impression contains two new addresses, the 
Baltimore address entitled ‘‘Our Utmost Sacrifice,’’ 
delivered April 6,1918, and the MountVernon address 
entitled ‘‘No Compromise,’’ delivered July 4, 1918. 

One review states: ‘‘Can there be any more author- 
itative source of information about why we are fighting 
and what we are fighting for than the chosen spokes- 
man of the American people? Both for literary and for 
historical qualities, President Wilson’s addresses are 
warmly commended by us to the attention of our 
readers. Every American should procure a copy of 
this book. 32 cents. 


Ginn and Company 
15 Ashburon Place BOSTON 


Appleton’s Standard English Texts 


Holmes and Gallagher’s 
COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC 


Wood’s 
PRACTICAL GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION 


Opdycke’s 
COMPOSITION PLANNING 


COMING! 
William’s 
A BOOK OF SHORT STORIES 


Write for particulars to 


D. Appleton & Company 


35 West 32d Street NEW YORK 


The Riverside Literature Series 


A TREASURY OF WAR POETRY 


Edited by George Herbert Clarke 
Professor of English, University of Tennessee 


The RIVERSIDE LITERATURE SERIES EDITION of this an- 
thology is issued in response to a demand for the book in 
inexpensive form for class use. It contains many important 
poems not accessible to other collections. More than a hun- 
dred British, American and Canadian authors are represented 
by about a hundred and fifty poems. Among the authors are 
John Galsworthy, Rupert Brooke, Rudyard Kipling, John 
Masefield, Laurence Binyon, Henry vanDyke, Alan Seeger, 
Gilbert Chesterton, Alfred Noyes. 


280 Pages. 52 Cents, Postpnid 
Just Published 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN CO. 


4 PARK STREET, BOSTON 


A Revised Edition of a Popular Book 
BRANDER MATTHEWS’ 


AN INTRODUCTION TO 
AMERICAN LITERATURE 


pee many high school and college teachers who are 
familiar with this book will welcome the new 
chapters—one on Webster and Lincoln, the other on 
Field and Riley. In these chapters a number of less 
important modern authors have also been briefly dis- 
cussed. Throughout the book slight changes have been 
made which give it a twentieth century point of view. 

Professor Matthews’ delightful style, the deft touches 
by which he makes real the personality of these writers, 
the numerous pictures,—all combine to made this an 


unusually excellent book. 


American Book Company 


New York Cincinnati Chicago Boston A tlanite 


ee  —— 


COMING! 
A Book of Short Stories 


Selected and Edited, with Notes 


By BLANCHE COLTON WILLIAMS, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of English in Hunter College, 
New York City, also Instructor in Short Story 
Writing, Columbia University, Extension Teach- 
ing and Summer Session. 
ILLUSTRATED 
HIS volume contains a collection of acknowledged 
masterpieces, all representative, but varying in 
story type, motive, style and setting. A brief, snappy 
biography of each author is given, besides helptul 
notes and a bibliography. Each story in the book 
has real interest for young people and is worthy of 
study as a specimen of literary art. The stories were 
especially arranged as to number and length with a 
view to use in a high school course. 


For full particulars write to 


D. Appleton & Company 
35 West 32nd Street NEW YORK 


For War Aim Courses | 
Addresses of President Wilson 


Edited by GrorGE MCLEAN HARPER, Professor in Princeton University. 
Xvii+311 pages. 16 mo. 52 cents. 


Fnglish Readings for Schools 


The volume contains twenty-seven addresses and state 
papers from the period extending from the First Inaug- 
ural, March 4, 1913, to August, 1915, and practically every 
address made from this date up to and including the Balt- 
imore address, April 6, 1918, entitled, ‘‘Force to the 
Utmost.”’ 

The documents are easily among the most important 
during this critical period of the world’s history. They 
bring to a sharp, clear focus the essentials of true Ameri- 


canism and the relations of America to the other countries 
of the world. 


_ The Introduction gives an illuminating characteriza- 
tion of President Wilson’s work. 


HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY 


19 West 44th Street 6 Park Street 2451 Prarie Ave. 
NEW YORK BOSTON CHICAGO 


